“Forging ahead and striving for excellence”

2021 Annual Report

Al Alexander
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL MESSAGE
Welcome to the fourteenth edition of the New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education
Foundation, Inc. Chairman’s Annual Message. I am honored to have been elected to serve as the
second chairman of this prestigious organization and will always remember our chairman
emeritus who passed away, Dr. William E. Ward. During the past thirteen years, the New
Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation has recognized over two hundred thirty-one
graduates from the City of Chesapeake’s seven high schools. The students were awarded
$144,000.00 in scholarships. All of these youths are either currently enrolled in, or are graduates
of, colleges and universities throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia and across the country.
The New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation Inc. is a 501(3) (c) charitable
organization. It was established January 21, 2010 as the philanthropic arm of the New
Chesapeake Men for Progress. The mission of the foundation is to provide scholarships, grants,
and mentoring services to the youth in the City of Chesapeake. The Foundation could not exist
without your continued financial, physical and spiritual support.
As chairman, I am pleased to report that the New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education
Foundation continued to experience strong financial growth this fiscal year due to responsibly
implementing creative ideas. The success of our organization relies upon a combination of
providing exceptional customer service by thirty-five dedicated members and also by continuing
to nurture strong relationships with our sponsors, vendors, and other stakeholders.
We have a number of accomplishments to celebrate this year such as improving our two-way
communication. Due to the country being gripped by a pandemic (COVID-19), we successfully
held many virtual meetings. I believe we improved greatly in the area of submitting agendas and
reports. In addition to emailing the membership concerning matters that may require a vote, I,
or my proxy, followed up with a phone call before making data-driven decisions. A second

accomplishment was significantly increasing the funds to the three Title I schools (Carver
Intermediate, Marshall Elementary, and Truitt Intermediate) for additional school supplies. To
date, the New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation provided $3,000 in school
supplies funds to three Title I Schools in Chesapeake. We also provided funds (two hundred and
fifty dollars) to the Chesapeake Juvenile Justice Services Division to assist with school supplies as
well as the Chesapeake Center for Student Success, formerly known as the Chesapeake
Alternative School.. A third accomplishment was to expand the number of scholarships given out
this year to include ONE Chesapeake Public Schools graduating senior (with a 2.7 GPA or higher
who wishes to attend a historically black college or university) to receive a five-hundred-dollar
scholarship with matching funds from the Dr. William E. Ward estate (one thousand dollars
total). We expanded the scholarships given out this year (five hundred dollars) to include a
student who was seeking to go into a trade and in the Arts. The Indian River High School graduate
will be attending a trade school. The Great Bridge High School graduate will be majoring in Art
at a local university. Moreover, we formed a partnership with the Chesapeake Education
Association to develop an ongoing $500 joint scholarship for African-males going into the
educational profession. We recognize students who have excelled and are looking to further
their education through college. But, there are various types of education. I would like to see
ALL Chesapeake graduating students (with emphasis on the Chesapeake Career Center and the
Governor’s School) apply for this one scholarship
The New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation did not hold its Fifth Annual
Signature Black Tie Gala and its Twelfth Annual Scholarship Breakfast due to the
pandemic. However, we still awarded the scholarships to the deserving students. We plan to
reinstitute honoring Chesapeake Middle School students (10 students) this year. We must
partner with other organizations such as Ground Zero Youth Development, the Chesapeake Unit
of THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB, the Commonwealth Challenge, sorority/fraternities, and other
organizations to mentor students and financially support them. To date, the New Chesapeake
Men for Progress Education Foundation provided $6,090.00 in mini-grants to support mentoring
programs and initiatives serving Chesapeake youth.
For the 2022 fiscal year, I would like the New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation
to continue being the premier 501(3)(c) in the Hampton Roads area. I would like to increase our
membership by ten percent. I would also like to partner with other organization(s) to host an
education summit and expand our mentoring capabilities. I am imploring you to join me and the
New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation in the continuous investment in the
youth of Chesapeake. The time has come for us to no longer stand on the shoulder of our
ancestors, but to stand on our own. The torch has been lit by legends such as Dr. William E. Ward
and Dr. Darnell Johnson. It is our responsibility to keep the torch burning as we pass it to the
leaders of tomorrow.
Sincerely,

Al Alexander
Al Alexander, Chairman,
Board of Director

Who we are
The New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation, Inc. is a nonprofit charity under
Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions are tax deductible under Section
170 of the Code. The New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation, Inc. is qualified
to receive tax deductible cash donations, bequests, devises, transfers of gifts under Section
2055, 2106, or 2522 of the Code.

Vision
To be the premier philanthropy leader in the City of Chesapeake for improving the quality of life
in the community through scholarship, mentoring and other educational programs and Services
Where there is no vision, the people perish,” Proverb 29:18

Mission
Provide educational scholarships, mentoring and other educational programs and services to
youth in the City of Chesapeake.

Values
The New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation, Inc. is committed to the highest
standard of integrity, and ethics. The value statements listed below serve to heighten
transparency and to demonstrate to the community our pledge to operate in a manner worthy
of the public trust. In this spirit, we offer:
• Leadership and Innovations
We lead on educational issue and pursue innovative changes
• Integrity and Ethics
We are honest, ethical, and accountable for our endeavors
• Commitment to excellence
We pursue excellence through programs and initiatives
• Teamwork
We value our diverse strengths and work together to achieve results
• Respect
We are caring, empathetic, and respectful
● Community Impact
We believe that engagement and work leads to successful outcomes

Accomplishments:
As a result of the impact of COVID-19, The New Chesapeake Men for Progress Education Foundation, Inc.,
the 2021 Black Male and Achievement and Scholarship Breakfast in-person event was cancelled. However,
the Foundation awarded scholarships to a total of thirteen students listed below.
General Scholarship
Kymari Reese
Kyle Hardy
Caleb Wilson
Caston Reaves, II
Lafayette Robinson, III
Antonio L. Green
Isaiah Moody
Akai Senthill
Aaron Fisher, Jr.
Jalen Johnson
Joel Griffin

Indian River High School
Western Branch High School
Hickory High School
Deep Creek High School
Great Bridge High School
Deep Creek High School
Oscar Smith High School
Great Bridge High School
Oscar Smith High School
Oscar Smith High School
Great Bridge High School

Old Dominion University
Western Carolina University
George Mason University
Norfolk State University
Norfolk State University
Norfolk State University
Norfolk State University
George Mason University
Norfolk State University
George Mason University
Norfolk State University

$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.
$1,000.

Fine Arts Scholarship
Caleb W. Fulford

Great Bridge High School

Bryce Hamilton Clemons

Kymari Reese

College of William and Mary

Dr. William E. Ward Family Scholarship
Indian River High School
Morehouse College

Kyle Hardy

Caston Reaves, II

$ 500.

$1,000.

Caleb Wilson

Lafayette Robinson, III

Akai Senthill

Jalen Johnson

Antonio L. Green

Aaron Fisher

Caleb W. Fulford

Isaiah Moody

Joel Griffin

Bryce Hammons Clemons

School Supplies Grants:
2021 School Supplies grants to three Title I schools.

L-R: Dr. George F. Reed, secretary,
Michelle Ferebee, Principal, G. W. Carver
Intermediate School, Al Alexander, Chairman, Board of Directors,
presenting a $250.00 check to support schools supplies for needy
students.

L-R: Dr. George F. Reed,
secretary, Michael W. Ottley, Principal, Truitt Intermediate,
accepts $250.00 check to support school supplies from AL
Alexander, Chairman, Board of Directors.

L-R: Dr. George F. Reed, secretary, Anthony Perry, Principal,
Thurgood Marshall Elementary School, accepts $250.00 check
from Al
Alexander,
chairman,
Board of
Directors, to
support the
school supplies
for needy
students.

Educational and Mentoring Support Grants:
Al Alexander, chairman, Board of Directors,
presented a $250.00 check to Nate L. Brown,
Principal, Chesapeake Center for Student Success
(CCSS). The $250.00 grant is to support the
Center’s ongoing educational and mentoring
programs. CCSS was founded in 1971 under its
previous name of the Chesapeake Alternative
School (CAS). Its mission is to provide students
with a fresh start in a safe environment, where
each child feels valued. CCSS provides a highly
structured learning environment and offers a
variety of positive-based interventions and
materials that meet the individual need of the students.
Al Alexander, chairman, Board of Directors, presented a
$250.00 education and mentoring support grant to Clayton
Spruill, principal, Chesapeake Juvenile Service Education
Program. The Chesapeake Juvenile Service Center
Educational Program provides appropriate educational
services to school aged children and youth residing in the
Center. The program mission is to provide students with
quality instruction through a continuum of educational
programs that promote achievement. The services provided
allow the students to maintain and/or advance his/her
current level of academic functioning and provides a
smooth transition back to his/her previous setting. The
program also provides a system of ongoing communication,
regarding the student’s current educational performance,
with the students, parents/guardians, home school and
appropriate community agencies.

420 Albemarle
Drive,
Chesapeake,
VA 23322

Ground Zero Development
The Foundation provided a $300. 00
sponsorship to support Ground Zero
Development’s 5th Annual Team Up
program. Ground Zero Development
mission is to empower young boys and
young men to be independent, and
productive citizens of our communities.
Through a series of developmental training
initiatives and conferences, the program
focuses on helping youth and young adults
to become educated, gainfully employed,
leaders, motivators, respectful of the law,
family men, and mentors to the next
generation.

Chesapeake Unit Boys and Girl Club.
The Foundation annually donate $500.00 to
The Boys and Girl Club to support its
ongoing education and mentoring
initiatives. The Boys and Girl Club enables a
young people, especially those who need us
most, to reach their full potential as
productive citizens.

Impact:
1. Honored 247 students and provided $144,000.00 in scholarship awards.
2. Provided $6,000.00 in support of the Chesapeake Unit, Boys and Girl Club Steak and
Burger Dinner (Team Up For Kids) Award program.
3. Provided $3,750.00 in school supplies funds to three Title I Schools in Chesapeake.
4. Provided $6,090.00 in mini-grants to support mentoring programs and initiatives serving
Chesapeake youth.
With your help, the Foundation’s distribution of $152,000.00has impacted the lives of many
youth in Chesapeake by helping them reduce the cost of their education and providing role
models, guidance, information, leadership, and supporting mentoring programs. Mentoring
grants have been provided to Ground Zero Development and Chesapeake’s Juvenile Service
Education Program.
Also, the Foundation in cooperation with the New Chesapeake Men for Progress, sponsored
three Youth Development Conferences, and two Parent Education Summits at Indian River High
School which served over 300 students and 75 parents, and supported its Black History Month
Program
In 2012, the Foundation sponsored its first Student Merit Award Program which recognized the
academic achievement and community service of students from Indian River, Western Branch,
Deep Creek, and Hickory high schools.
In 2019, the Foundation established the Dr. William E. Ward and Family Scholarship in the
amount of $1,000.00 to be awarded to a student attending a Historical Black
College/University (HBCU). The Foundation also established a Vocational Trade &
Technology and Fine Arts scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each. The first
Vocational Trade & Technology Scholarship was awarded in 2020. The Board of
Directors is striving to not only serve more students with scholarship support, and is also
striving to increase the amount of each scholarship as resources increase, support
various mentoring initiatives, continue its commitment to supporting its adopted Title I
schools student supply program.

We express our sincere thanks to our members, individuals, corporate sponsors, and other
foundations for supporting the mission of the Foundation now and into the future.
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Members

Al Alexander
Eric S. Frazier
Lessie Smith
George F. Reed, Ph.D.
Wardell M. Nottingham
William W. Anderson
Honorable Cliff E. Hayes, Jr.
Clifton Randolph
Robert G. Threet
Honorable Dwight M. Parker, Sr.
Dwight M. Parker, Jr.
James Young
James Rivers

William C. Bennett, Jr.
Herman L. Ward
Ronnie Griffin
Clayton Spruill
Kevin Heard
Huther L. Artis
David K. Hamilton
Reginald L. Woodley
James L. Frye
Fred L. Jackson
Ali Shamsidden
Keith R. Crowe
Eugene Lyons

Dwayne J. Larkin
James Rivers
Ernest Lowery
Edward R. Hicks
Rufus Banks, Sr.
Donald Larrimore
Micah C. Hall
Freddie P. Parks
Fred Helm
Tracy Branch
Thomas Hasty, III
James Daniels
James Walthall

